Band Handbook for Van Wyck Jr. High School

2021-2022
Welcome to the Band program at Van Wyck Junior High!  In this handbook you will find everything you need to know about your child’s involvement in band.  We are looking forward to a wonderful year of music making!  

REQUIRED PURCHASES FOR BAND STUDENTS: 

7th Grade Woodwind and Brass students: Accent on Achievement 2 for your instrument. 

8th Grade Woodwind and Brass students: Breeze Easy Book  2 for your instrument.

7th Grade Percussion: Alfred Drum Method Book 1

It is strongly suggested that Percussion students also purchase:


7th grade percussion:  


Mallet Bag



Mike Balter Mallets -  11R or Musser Mallets – M3


8th grade percussion:  Vic Firth General Timpani Mallets

LESSONS:     Each student will receive group instruction once in a six day cycle.  This group will always meet on the same day.  The periods that the lessons meet will rotate so that the student does not miss the same class each week.  No student will miss any class more than once every four weeks.  These lessons make up 50% of your child’s lesson grade.  Students are expected to attend each lesson, and be prepared with their instrument, lesson book, pencil, band music and signed practice chart.  If a student has a   test or a quiz in class the same time as a lesson, they are required to stay in class and take the exam.  Any missed lesson, regardless of the reason, must be made up.  A missed lesson must be made up before the next scheduled lesson.  Valuable information is taught at each lesson and making up any missed lessons will help the students to stay on track.

CONCERT DATES:     

The winter concert dates are Wednesday and Thursday Dec. 8 and 9.  The Spring Concert Dates are May 12 and 25.  More specific details will be available as we get closer to those dates.  Each student will participate in only one Dec. concert and one May concert.  
CONCERT PARTICIPATION:    
In accordance with the District Outcomes, instrumental music students will be able to demonstrate their understanding of concert etiquette.  This includes performance as well as audience etiquette.  Performing in a concert not only demonstrates the students’ understanding of the music which they have rehearsed, but also of the proper attributes other than the music itself which contribute to a good performance.  In addition, every student is a vital member of the ensemble.  The band relies on each member being there to be as successful as possible.  Concert participation equals 20% of your child’s band grade.  Not participating in the concert could result in your child receiving a zero for that portion of his or her grade.  If there is an emergency, please contact Mr. Weinrich as soon as possible.  If a student does not participate, they may still be required to complete a make-up assignment.  
CONCERT DRESS: 
Students will need to wear the following for all performances:  White on top (no tank tops, spaghetti straps, or T shirts), and black skirts (skirts MUST be to the mid-calf or lower WHEN SITTING) or pants on the bottom (no jeans, capris, or sweat pants/wind pants), and black shoes (no sneakers).  It is important for students to take our performances seriously, and wearing the proper attire will foster this pride in their work and performance.  
HOME PRACTICING:   Students are required to practice their instruments at home a minimum of 150 minutes per week, which should be broken down to 25 minutes a day, for six days a week.  The more you practice, the better you will perform and the more you will enjoy playing an instrument.  Playing 5-7 days a week is more beneficial than trying to fit in 150 minutes into 2 days.    

GRADING:  Your child’s grade is made up of the following percentages:  


50% - Lesson grade


20% - Concert participation


30% - Band class grade   (in marking periods where there is no concert, this will equal 50% of your child’s grade)

Being prepared for class is a part of both the lesson grade and the band class grade.  To be prepared, students need to have their instrument in working order, their band music, their lesson material, their signed practice sheet for the week, woodwind players should have at least three working reed with them, brass players should have valve oil with them, and percussionists should have all required mallets with them.  While being prepared is part of the grade, participation is the major aspect we will be grading.  This is a participatory course and every student is expected to participate to the best their ability.
UPGRADING YOUR CHILD’S INSTRUMENT OR MOUTHPIECE:

The junior high school years are a great time to upgrade your child’s instrument and/or mouthpiece.  If you are considering doing this, please consider speaking to me before making a purchase.  I have had a lot of experience with different brands and models and would be happy to guide you to the best possible purchase for your child.  You can reach me at 227-1700 ext. 20045.  [image: image1.png]



